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Intro to humanitarian market 
assessments and modified RAM



 We have just discussed the many benefits of 
market-based programming, so why can’t we 
just go ahead and implement it?

 In other words, why is an assessment 
needed?



 Growing recognition that you shouldn’t 
implement humanitarian programming without 
looking at markets first

 Reflected in numerous humanitarian assessment 
guidelines (mainly FSL focused)

 However, market assessments don’t give you all 
of the information you need to design a 
program; just one component of a broader 
emergency assessment



 Indicators of market 
function and health

 Responsiveness/ capacity

 Inclusiveness and equity

 Resilience













 Multi Cluster/Sector Initial Rapid Assessment 
(MIRA) – IASC

 Emergency Food Security and Livelihoods 48-
Hour Tool - Oxfam















1. Define the scope of the assessment

2. Collect market information

3. Analyze market information

4. Reporting findings

5. Monitoring the evolution of markets
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 Define “reference crisis”

 Reformulate worksheets/questionnaires to reflect 
timing

 Develop plan for very rapid post-crisis assessment

 No assessment of financial service providers

 We’ll add something to capture preferences and 
perceptions of the affected population



 In pairs, come up with at least 5 quiz 
questions on the topics we have covered so 
far today

 You may use the powerpoints, your 
memories, and the EMMA, RAM and PCMMA 
guidance documents to help get ideas

 Questions can range from very basic to more 
difficult, but should come from something we 
have already discussed


